
Statement in Support of Early Childhood Education
Board of Education Directors and Administrators from the Minneapolis and Saint Paul Public Schools, along with the Minneapolis and St. Paul Federation of Teachers, have come together to issue this  joint statement on behalf of our students about the importance of early childhood education.

We support well-funded, culturally-responsive, quality early childhood education programs for the following reasons:

· Current brain research shows that the early years – birth to five – are critical years for the over-all development of our children. 
· Research shows that participation in high quality care and education programs before kindergarten has a dramatic impact on a child’s future school success.
· The achievement gap is an issue facing every school district in Minnesota, but especially districts with high numbers of low income students, students of color, American Indians, and English Language Learners. High quality pre-school programs available to three and four year olds, regardless of income, can effectively help to overcome the gap.
· Early childhood education allows for early identification of and intervention with children who have special needs or other barriers to school readiness.

· Working with young children and their families builds an early partnership that is essential to future school success.
For too long, the K-12 system and the community of early childhood education and care have not worked together as well as we could. We have often functioned in separate silos, seeing ourselves as competitors, rather than partners for our children. While both Minneapolis and Saint Paul Public Schools are making substantial investments in early education, intervention and screening, we realize there is still a long way to go.
As we move forward we are eager to:
· Form a stronger partnership between the K-12 system and community providers of care and education for young children and their families.
· Work within our school districts to build appreciation for the importance of early education

· Strengthen our own early childhood programs and early intervention strategies.
· Facilitate a strong and seamless transition to kindergarten.
· Work with the state legislature and the federal government to increase funding for early childhood education in order to enhance quality and improve access.
· Create a strong collaborative from pre-kindergarten through third grade to ensure that all children are supported and successful.
Minnesota business, government, nonprofit and education leaders have been advocating for public and private investments in early childhood education for quite some time. President Obama has declared his firm support for early childhood education as part of his vision of improving education in the United States. We look forward to working with the state and federal government, as well as the private sector, to make Minnesota a leader in the education of young children.  We have a historic opportunity to improve the lives of our youngest community members.
